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he latest report from the UN human rights verification team in Guatemala (MINUGUA), covering
the period Dec. 1, 1999-June 30, 2000, faults the police (Policia Nacional Civil, PNC) for most of the
recent human rights abuses. While praising various government programs, the report expresses
concern at the slow progress of the peace process.
In its Eleventh Report on Human Rights in Guatemala, issued in August, MINUGUA singles out
the PNC for special attention. The report says the PNC is the greatest contributor to human rights
violations, and despite disbanding the Patrullas de Autodefensa Civil (PAC) paramilitary units that
worked with the military during the civil war some former PAC members may still be operating and
still have links to the military.
The peace accords called for the creation of a national police outside of military controls, purged
of officers with past histories of abuses. Nevertheless, the report says that PNC officers have been
behind many extrajudicial executions, tortures, and social-cleansing operations. The former PAC's
have been responsible for starting riots and inciting lynchings.
Complaints to MINUGUA indicated that armed groups that may be related to the old PACs were
active in areas most affected by the civil war. The Defense Ministry confirmed that armed groups are
operating in at least seven municipalities.

Some violators fired
The report mentions 11 PNC officers accused of human rights violations. All were fired in
September. Together, they allegedly accounted for 33 extrajudicial deaths and one case of torture.
Many more police have been fired, charged with crimes, or suspended in the past few years.
Nevertheless, PNC officials say that the situation has improved this year compared with last year
and that it plans to increase the human rights component of police training.
In addition, the Oficina de Responsabilidad Profesional (ORP), the office designated to investigate
complaints against the PNC, has received 876 complaints so far this year, mostly for abuse
of authority and improper police procedures. Complaints against police since 1997: Year
Complaints Cases resolved 1997 113 98 1998 886 562 1999 1,500 755 2000 876 620 Source: Oficina de
Responsabilidad Profesional.
Asked by the daily newspaper Siglo 21 if any of the armed groups were composed of former
guerrillas from the umbrella organization Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca (URNG),
former guerrilla commander Rodrigo Asturias said the organization was completely disbanded and
disarmed. He denied involvement of any former guerrillas in the outlaw bands.
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The MINUGUA report also criticized the government's decision to deploy soldiers to assist police to
fight crime, a practice that "implies a grave setback for the process of demilitarization." The report
notes the failure of the military to cooperate with civilian investigators in the Bishop Juan Gerardi
assassination case (see NotiCen, 1998-04-30). Early in the investigation, various military officers
became prime suspects in the murder (see NotiCen, 2000-02-03). Guillermo Monroy, director of the
Catholic Church's Pastoral Social, said the report "puts the government to shame...for permitting its
institutions to become the greatest violators of human rights."
MINUGUA also reported on the government's progress in other areas of the peace accords. It found
that the program for surveying and registering vacant lands occupied by uprooted campesinos was
lagging, that the government had not produced the agrarian and environmental agencies promised,
and that other measures to promote rural economic and social development were inadequate.

Some positive points
The report also found positive developments, including the adoption of a governability pact
among the political parties, the government's recognition of the state's responsibility for cases
brought before the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (IACHR), and some steps toward
demilitarization, such as reducing troop strength. The report also praised the government's
education plan for 2000-2004 and the national literacy campaign. [Sources: Notimex, 07/13/00; Prensa
Libre (Guatemala), 09/01/00; Siglo Veintiuno (Guatemala), 08/24/00, 09/05/00]

-- End --
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